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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1916. Excerpt: . . . | NATURAL SELECTION A BOMANCE OP CHELSEA VILLAGE AND EAST HAMPTON
HELSEA Village has never had the ag gressive exclusiveness of Greenwich. It exists to-day, and vaguely knows
itself by name, close to the heart of the great city that has swallowed it up; but it is in nowise such a distinct
entity as the brave little tangle of crooked streets a few blocks to the south. Greenwich has always been
Greenwich, and the Ninth Ward has been the centre of civilization to the dwellers therein. But Chelsea has tried
to be fashionable, has opened its doors to foreign invaders, and has even had an attack of Anglomania, and
branched out into Terraces in the true London style. And so it has lost homogeneity and originality, and it has
only a peculiar and private air of ambitionless and uninviting gloom to set it apart as a special quarter of New
York. But Chelsea certainly does look like the inhabitants of its own boarding-houses--most respectable people,
who have only tried too hard at TOWN PART | elegant gentility for their own comfort or prosperity. And the
place has one other strong individuality. | do not know that there are very many ailanthus-trees in Chelsea; but
there is, to me, a pervading odor of that gruesome exotic in all the streets, and | think an imaginative person
might detect the smell even in the midwinter blasts that howl up from the North River. Contemplation of one...
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