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time Thoreau lived in Concord, Massachusetts and Blake lived in Worcester with a mere 30 miles between them.
The poems in this little book are literally cut from their correspondence, from March of 1848 to May of 1861. |
stay close to the original text of the letters, only changing a verb tense or adding a preposition or article here
and there. The poems are in the same chronological order as the letters were written. | don t cut a poem from
every letter and from some letters | cut more than one poem. The first poem is from the first letter written by
Blake in March 1848 and the last poem is from the last letter Thoreau wrote on May 3, 1861, almost exactly a
year before his death from tuberculosis on May 2, 1862. Like any good student, or as Thoreau scholar Bradly P.
Dean describes him, disciple, Blake kept all of Thoreau s letters, while Henry, being practical, pragmatic and a
minimalist, kept only one. (We can imagine Thoreau recycling Blake s letters as kindling for a fire or a liner for
a bird cage in the family home s attic). But the one letter Thoreau did keep from Blake was special. This was
Blake s first letter to Thoreau and provides the...
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