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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.From the PREFACE. This book relates, not to the general theory of
curves, but to the definite problem of ascertaining the form of a curve given by its equation in Cartesian
coordinates, in such cases as are likely to arise in the actual applications of Analytical Geometry. The methods
employed are exclusively algebraic, no knowledge of the Differential Calculus on the part of the reader being
assumed. | have endeavored to make the treatment of the subject thus restricted complete in all essential
points, without exceeding such limits as its importance would seem to justify. This it has seemed to me possible
to do by introducing at an early stage the device of the Analytical Triangle, and using it in connection with all
the methods of approximation. In constructing the triangle, which is essentially Newton s parallelogram, | have
adopted Cramer s method of representing the possible terms by points, with a distinguishing mark to indicate
the actual presence of the term in the equation. These points were regarded by Cramer as marking the centres
of the squares in which, in New ton s parallelogram, the values of the terms were to be inscribed; but | have
followed the usual practice, first suggested, | believe, by Frost, of regarding them merely as points referred to
the sides of the triangle as coordinate axes. It has, however, been thought best to return to Newton s
arrangement, in which these analytical axes are in the usual position of coordinate axes, instead of placing the
third side of the triangle, like De Gua and Cramer, in a horizontal position. The third side of the Analytical
Triangle bears the same relation to...
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