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man's inalienable rights. In "Rights of Man", Paine argues against monarchy and outlines the elements of a
successful republic, including public education, pensions and relief of the poor and unemployed, all financed by
income tax. Since its publication, "Rights of Man" has been celebrated, criticized, maligned and suppressed but
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contentiousness. Above all, Hitchens demonstrates how Thomas Paine's book forms the philosophical

cornerstone of the first democratic republic, whose revolution is the only example that still speaks to us: the
United States of America.
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