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forces, General Nivelle began his ambitious offensive (April 16,
1917). The first move was a sudden attack between Soissons and
Cl} DOWNLCAD PDF Rheims. The initial French success was spectacular, as seventeen
thousand prisoners and seventy-five guns were taken in three
days. But persevering in the struggle did not win anything of
importance; when the balance of 1 On the other hand, the
strengthening of the enemy s forces opposite my front
necessarily brought about for the time being the characteristics
of a wearing-out battle. Sir Douglas Haig s Despatches. Second
Battle of the Aisne. gains and losses was struck, the French losses
were found so heavy 1 in proportion to the gains that there was
a great reaction in France. The battle had been a. test of the
plan of General Nivelle, and he had only been able to make a
poor showing for his theories. So...
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