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illustrated. 1901 edition. Excerpt: . .. could only happen in a case where a library had more than nine copies of
a work it is not worth while legislating for. But in writing figure One let it be made thus, 1, not I, which it is
difficult to tell from a capital I. Mark Individual Biography by the first three letters of the biographee, with the
initial of the author as work mark. Distinguish from another author of the same initial by figures, as in works
about an author. Now let me tabulate exactly what the above scheme of numbers gives us. It does not ensure a
strict alphabetic order, but: --(a) It gives us an approximate alphabetic order which, in a large nuumber of
instances, will be also a strict alphabetic order. (b) It brings all the works of an author in a given class together,
and in alphabetic order as far as the first letter of title. It also brings collected works in front of individual works,
and all copies of a work arrange side by side. (c) It brings general works about an author immediately after his
own works, and if about a particular work, immediately after that work. (d) The numbers are easily applied,
requiring no calculation or foresight. (¢) The numbers are unchangeable. (tf) and (e) are the gain received for
dispensing with perfect alphabetic order, and | am inclined to think the exchange is a good one. The great
advantage of the Cutter author...
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