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Sarah Crichton Books, 2015. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+ Customer
Service! Summary: "Written with the moral urgency of a parable and the searing precision of a firsthand
account... Thereis an allegorical richness to Beah's storytelling and a remarkable humanity to his characters.
We see tragedy arriving not through the big wallops of war, but rather in corrosive increments." Sara Corbett,
The New York Times Book Review "In his 2007 memoir, A Long Way Gone, Ishmael Beah writes of those waiting
for war to invade their lives: "Families who had walked hundreds of miles told how relatives had been killed and
their houses burned. Some people felt sorry for them and offered them places to stay, but most of the refugees
refused, because they said the war would eventually reach their town." The decade-long war in Sierra Leone
between government forces and Liberian-funded rebels did eventually reach Beah's and other towns, and he
was swept up in the conflict as a child soldier, a story he vividly recounts in his memoir. This time Beah has
written an actual novelhis firstnot about the war itself, but about its aftermath. What happens when those who
have committed atrocities or have been the victims of them return to what is left of their homes? We get our
answer via several residents of the devastated Sierra Leonean town of Imperi, where an older couple, Mama
Kadie and Pa Moiwa, and a young schoolteacher named Bockarie are among the first to return. Recalling the
Friday afternoon the town was attacked, they remember the rocket-propelled grenades that brought down the
chief's compound, heralding a new order while "killing many people, whose flesh sizzled from the explosions."
Those who escaped, and eventually made it through the war...
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